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THE WAR AGAINST THE INFECTIOUS HOUSE FLY.
A GREAT awakening has recently taken place to the tre-
mendous influence which the common house fly has upon
public health. This insignificant little insect is now
known to be one of the most prolific carriers of disease in nu-
merous unsuspected ways.
The agency of the house fly in the spreading of such diseases
as typhoid, infant diarrhoea, tuberculosis, ophthalmia, infantile
paralysis, and others too loathsome to mention, continually
looms up in the more recent study of problems of public sani-
tation.294'871
Destroy the house fly in a given community, and immediately
you reduce typhoid fever and infantile mortality. This potent
fact can not be too strongly emphasized.
The vast benefits derived by any community from sanitation
through rational cleanliness, include an increase of efficiency
of the citizens; leaving ethics and esthetics aside, the monetary
outlay of such a campaign of scientific cleanliness, be it what it
may, is insignificant, compared to the economic gain of the
community.
That such a campaign can be successfully carried is now an
accepted fact.
The relation between sanitation and efficiency has never yet
had an illustration so forceful, as in the rapid progress made with
the construction of the Panama Canal.
What is most striking is that the problem of insect-extermina-
tion and systematic sanitation, at the Canal Zone was solved
by means astonishingly simple and quite commonplace in
detail.376
When in May, 1904, Colonel Gorgas appeared on the scene, the
country presented a desolate picture of dilapidation, business
depression, financial failure and general discouragement. Jungle
had everywhere grown over the railroad track, water came
flowing out from every ravine or was found stagnant in swampy
pools.
Malaria, dysentery, beriberi, were rampant among the poverty